Burbank, Edgar Allan Foe and Walt Whitman, Washington
and Lincoln, Dreiser and O'Neill,, Sherwood Anderson
and all its talented artists, and that splendid romanticist,
Bret Harte, the spiritual father of Jack London; they
hate Thoreau and Emerson and everything that makes
up the United States of America and all who inhabit
those states."
I hope you do not expect to find an idiot capable of
giving such an insane answer to your question, an answer
so filled with hatred of human beings and culture.
However, I need not say that what you call American
civilization does not appeal and cannot appeal to my sym-
pathies. I think that your civilization is the most ugly
civilization on our planet, because it has monstrously
exaggerated all the diverse and shameful deformities of
European civilization. Europe is tragically perverted enough
by the cynicism of the class state, but it is still impossible
to find in Europe such a pernicious and senseless phenome-
non as your billionaires and millionaires, people who
present your country with degenerates. You remember,
of course, the case of the two rich Boston boys who
murdered another boy out of curiosity? And how many
similar crimes are prompted by "snobbery,"" by curiosity
in your country? Europe, too, can boast of the downtrod-
den and defenceless condition of its citizens, but it has
not yet gone to such shameful lengths as the murder of
Sacco and Vanzetti. In France there was the "Dreyfus
case,"" also a shameful affair: but in France, men like Emile
Zola and Anatole France rose up in defence of the innocent
man, and thousands followed their lead. An organization
of manslayers resembling the Ku Klux Klan sprang up
in Germany after the war; but there they were rounded
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